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As a native of Toyama Prefecture, I could hardly be indifferent to the images
of destruction that were broadcast in the wake of the earthquake and tsunami
that struck the Noto Peninsula on New Year’ s Day, and wondered if there might
not be something I could do to provide aid to those if the affected area.

My brother—the late Kiyoshi Yamaoka—and my sister—in-law—the late Yumiko
Yamaoka—served on the faculties of departments of pharmacology at Kyoto
University and Kobe Gakuin University respectively. And for more than three
decades my husband and 1 have taught at Illinois State University, during which
time we have been able to sense a strong commonal ity between students in Japan
and America. Hence, I wondered if there might be something I could do for the
students. Fortunately, my cousin, Kunizo Arai, had held a faculty position for
over forty years in the department of pharmacology at Kanazawa University, and
following his counsel I decided to donate funds for a scholarship that [ hope
might be of some benefit to students from the affected area, that their future
activities might contribute to the revival of the Noto region. If this
scholarship can help you students realize your dreams and ambitions, nothing
could bring me greater happiness

Please give your best efforts!

Michiko Thomas (Michiko Yamaoka)

Roger Thomas

Kunizo Arai (director and advisor)
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